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House of Representatives 
The House met at 6 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 4, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY 
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of wisdom, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

Prior to the Great Compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention: ‘‘We indeed seem to 
feel our own want of political wisdom, 
since we have been running about in 
search of it. . . . In this situation of 
this assembly, groping as it were in the 
dark to find political truth, and scarce 
able to distinguish it when presented 
to us . . . have we now forgotten our 
powerful friend?’’ 

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn 
again to You to ask that Your wisdom 
might break through the political dis-
cussions of these coming days. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House, and all of Congress, with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they, 
as You, be especially mindful of those 
who are poor and without power. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
FRANKEL) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 4, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 4, 2017, at 11:25 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

LEXIE HOLBROOK AND JAKE 
WAGONER 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to wish two very special constituents a 
happy birthday. 

Mrs. Lexie Holbrook and her great- 
great-great nephew, Mr. Jake Wagoner, 
of Wilkes County, recently celebrated 
their respective birthdays. Mrs. Hol-
brook observed her 110th birthday, and 
Jake enjoyed his 10th birthday. 

Mrs. Holbrook is the grande dame of 
North Wilkesboro and holds the title of 
the oldest living person in the county. 

While 100 years and 5 days may sepa-
rate them in age, they share a strong 
bond. Jake is proud of Lexie’s age, and 
he regards her experience as cool. Fur-
ther, he believes her to be something of 
a celebrity. Jake reported to his fourth 
grade class about Lexie’s upcoming 
birthday and exclaimed: ‘‘That’s right, 
she’s mine.’’ 

The pride and love Mr. Wagoner feels 
for Lexie is inspiring. Mr. Speaker, I 
hope their story will serve to inspire 
others to strengthen the ties of friend-
ship across generational lines—as we 
should all hope to have such bonds 
within our families. 

f 

DUE PROCESS 
(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, this Congress, with a unanimous 
voice vote, passed a resolution that 
mandates antisexual harassment train-
ing for Members and staff. 

Of course, it is about time. But here 
is the thing, Mr. Speaker: it is pitiful 
and embarrassing that a Member of 
Congress would need an instruction 
manual that tells them that they must 
keep their pants on in their office. 

What we need is to create an environ-
ment of a safe and respectful work-
place and policies and procedures that 
will allow victims to come forward to 
be fully compensated, for Members to 
be held accountable, and to have fair 
due process. 
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SCHOOL AWARD 

(Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of 
Greenville Junior/Senior High School 
in Greenville, Pennsylvania, and Lau-
rel Junior/Senior High School in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, which were re-
cently honored by the Department of 
Education as 2017 National Blue Ribbon 
Schools. 

This award, given to only 342 schools 
in America this year, is based on a 
school’s overall academic performance 
as well as its progress in closing 
achievement gaps among its students. 

In her message of congratulations, 
Secretary DeVos commended the vi-
sionaries, innovators, and leaders who 
are preparing every child for a bright 
future. I am proud to join her in con-
gratulating the teachers and adminis-
trators of Greenville and Laurel, as 
well as the families of these students, 
for the love and support they provide. 

Most of all, I want to congratulate 
the students themselves for a job well 
done. They are truly a credit to Penn-
sylvania’s Third District and to our 
country. It is an honor to represent 
them in the people’s House. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE 
MEN AND WOMEN IN FEDERAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
serve on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and serve as the ranking mem-
ber on the Crime, Terrorism, Homeland 
Security, and Investigations Sub-
committee, which means that I deal 
with every single Federal law enforce-
ment entity across the Nation. 

I am disappointed and I am outraged 
by the language from the Commander 
in Chief to suggest that the FBI is in 
tatters. We have agreements and dis-
agreements with the chief law enforce-
ment agency, but these men and 
women protecting us in this Nation, 
but also against domestic terrorism 
and even beyond, are called around the 
Nation to investigate heinous crimes. 
Their expertise is respected. 

I remember when there was a child 
molester in my community. I worked 
with local police, but I insisted that 
the FBI get involved. They were will-
ing to do so even though it was not a 
matter across State lines. Their very 
presence made a difference. 

I think we owe them a better re-
sponse, and I certainly think the Com-
mander in Chief has a responsibility to 
do a better job. 

I also believe that we have got to 
pass CHIP because thousands of chil-
dren need healthcare. It is important 
for us to do our job. 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, at least 
Robin Hood stole from the rich and 
gave to the poor, but my Republican 
colleagues, with this Republican tax 
bill, are stealing from the poor and the 
middle class and giving to the rich. It 
is absolutely disgraceful. The tax bill 
boosts the rich and burdens the middle 
class. 

I can say I have been here a long 
time, and this is one of the worst bills 
I have ever seen in all my years in Con-
gress. 

What happened to the Republican 
Party talking about fiscal responsi-
bility? This blows a $1 trillion hole in 
the Federal deficit and puts the burden 
on our children and grandchildren. 

So let’s not look at this tax scam. 
People should be getting together on 
both sides of the aisle. Tear up this 
one-sided bill, and let’s put our heads 
together and come up with something 
good. 

It was done during the Ronald 
Reagan years in a bipartisan way. Why 
can it not be done that way now? 

My particular State of New York, my 
home State of New York, gets really 
attacked by this. High cost-of-living 
States get really attacked. 

It is not right to play political 
games. You take a look at this, and 
you notice that blue States get at-
tacked with this terrible bill. 

Tear it up. Let’s work together and 
come up with something good. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 1, TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1 of rule XXII, and 
by direction of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, I offer a motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. BRADY of Texas moves that the House 

take from the Speaker’s table the bill, H.R. 
1, with the Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and request 
a conference with the Senate thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
strongly support this motion to go to 
conference on the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in voting to advance this 
progrowth, profamily tax reform legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the motion. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 222, nays 
192, not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 653] 

YEAS—222 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes (KS) 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 

Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
Lewis (MN) 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 

McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norman 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Sanford 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 
Stefanik 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
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